
Tollcross Primary School Parent Council Meeting 

4th September 2017 

Present:  

Staff:  Mrs Brown (Headteacher) 

  Mrs Brand (Acting Deputy Headteacher) 

Parents/Carers:  

Maggie (Chair, Parent Council) 

 Vicky (Treasurer, Parent Council) 

 Shuai 

 Victoria 

 Nick 

Fiona 

Vitomir 

Maria 

Raquel 

Ignacio 

Roy 

Kay 

Beatriz 

Sarah (minutes)  

Vanessa 

Tiziana 

 

Apologies: Geri (Secretary, Parent Council) 

  Mairi 

 

Head Teacher Update 

 

 Great start back to school. 

 Class numbers rising and school roll now at 230. 

 Two new staff in post and an MA3 student Kathryn in P1 currently will remain in school all 

year. 

 Nursery almost full now, offering a variety of hours and packages.  

 Eligible two year olds now attending nursery. 

 PEF funding, £52,000, given to school to increase attainment.  Our plan is to have Deputy 

Head Teacher support numeracy and attainment directly. 

 Visit from other Panamanian teachers, who observed classes at all levels sharing the high 

standard of teaching and learning at Tollcross.  

 Erasmus (European Union learning exchange programme) student has joined the school. 

 Staff have gained Erasmus funding for Spanish.  

 Lots of interesting work being done across school on learning.   

 Thanks to Beatriz for the art college link, which is being planned for P5 Meet the teacher 

event planned for Friday.  

 Fencing removed from playground - great improvement. 

 Cluster event planned at James Gillespie’s High School on careers in maths for P7 pupils. 

 Some anxiety across cluster schools around impact of janitorial review. 

Action: Maggie to write to councillors on behalf of Parent Council to voice concern at the reduction 

in janitors’ hours and impact this will have on safety and security at the school. 

 

Travel Plan 

 

The Parent Council need to have an up-to-date travel plan before we can complain to Edinburgh 

council issue about traffic issues. The previous travel plan is out of date. A new survey will be sent 

soon.    



 

Parents/carers raised concerns about the crossing at Ponton Street, as there are no lights and traffic 

can come from 3 directions. It was suggested it might be more useful to have a crossing patrol 

(“lollipop lady”) there, than at one of the Fountainbridge crossings, which have light controlled 

crossings. Edinburgh council have previously done a traffic survey and said that the number of 

children crossing did not justify a crossing patrol. The school can no longer supply a member of staff 

every morning to supervise the Ponton Street entrance.  

 

Maggie suggested holding a public meeting about road safety in the area and invited parents/carers 

to e-mail their concerns to the Parent Council mailbox (tollcrossparentcouncil@gmail.com). 

 

Playground Development and Fundraising 

 

Last year a group of parents set up Friends of Tollcross Primary School, a charity to raise funds to 

develop the playground. Phase 1 was to replace the climbing frame in the infants’ playground, the 

current climbing frame is now unsafe. The charity reached the target for this (approximately 

£27,000) and the new climbing frame is scheduled to be installed late September.  

 

Phase 2 is to replace the “trim trail” (the wood and rope obstacle course) and install a softer surface 

underneath, as children have been injured falling off the trim trail onto the tarmac. The charity need 

approximately another £10,000 to purchase the trim trail. Support from parents/carers for 

fundraising and suggestions of corporate donors are very welcome.   

 

Kay said that she had persuaded the Hilton Hotel to have Tollcross Primary as one of their charities. 

This may involve a donation of US $1,000-5,000 and volunteer hours.  

 

Mrs Brown explained that the school themselves usually fundraise to support school trips, so that all 

children can participate without parents being asked for money. The Christmas Fair and coffee 

mornings are all run by staff and usually raise enough money to fund trips, but with the school roll 

increasing and some more expensive trips the school this might not be sustainable.  

 

Future Fundraising Activity 

 

Maggie has sent provisional dates for fundraising events this year. These are discos, movie nights 

and an international fiesta, which last year involved families bring food and drink from different 

cultures, performances, henna hand painting and origami.  

 

These events depend on parent/carer volunteers to set up, supervise and tidy up. Helping at events 

is a great opportunity to get to know other parents.  

 

The next event is the very popular Halloween Party, Friday 27 October. As well as a disco there are 

traditional Scottish Halloween games and prizes for the best costumes (for parents/carers as well).  

Action: Sarah to confirm Jayne is happy to organise the Halloween Party 

 

Beatriz said that Mairi would like a break from organising the Christmas cards (each child creates a 

design and parents/carers can buy professionally printed cards and gift tags with their child’s design) 

and tea towels (each child does a self-portrait and they are all included on one tea towel, which 

parents/carers can buy). Beatriz agreed to organise both of these.  
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Beatriz said that Sainsbury’s Morrison Street have chosen Friends of Tollcross Primary as their 

charity. They will have collecting tins at the tills and we are invited to sell raffle tickets in-store. 

Maggie volunteered to be the contact for this. Mrs Brown and Mrs Brand suggested it might be 

possible for some children to help sell raffle tickets, and this could be linked to numeracy.  

 

There were plans to have a “grand opening” of the new climbing frame. It was decided not to plan 

this until we could be confident it would be ready. People were asked to think of local celebrities 

who we could invite to open the climbing frame.  

 

Garden 

 

There have been two volunteering days to tidy up the garden area. Blackrock (a bank with offices 

close to the school) donated staff volunteer hours and Tesco donated money. Beatriz organised for 

the very colourful mural to be made by Art School students in a project with Primary 4. There will be 

a further garden tidy up in autumn, possibly with Blackrock and/or Hilton volunteers. Bulb planting 

and replacing planters were suggested, and replacing trees that have suffered from boisterous play.  

 

Any Other Business 

 

Beatriz that the charity trustee meetings were now included in the Parent Council Meetings, and 

that she and Juliette would like to step down from their roles as secretary and chair of the charity so 

volunteers are invited. Get in touch with the Parent Council or charity of you are interested. 

friendsoftollcross@gmail.com, tollcrossparentcouncil@gmail.com. Beatriz explained that much of 

the trustee activity is carried out by e-mail and the trustees work as a team so it is not a big 

commitment.  

 

Maggie said that she would like to step down as chair of the Parent Council at the AGM in January. 

Treasurer and Secretary also need to be elected/re-elected.  

 

Raquel asked what the school policy was on electronic devices. Mrs Brown said that children are 

permitted to bring mobile phones to school and many parents find this useful. Use of mobile phones 

is discouraged in the classroom and taking photos or videos is not permitted; this is strictly enforced. 

The school has an age appropriate digital safety programme.  

 

There was no further business and the meeting was concluded.  
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