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The Education (Additional Support for Learning) 

(Scotland) Act 2004  

 

 

The Code of Practice states that a child has additional support needs 

where, for whatever reason, the child is likely to be unable without the 

provision of additional support to benefit from school education provided 

or to be provided for the child. 

 

The City of Edinburgh Council has produced a Framework for Support in 

response to the Additional Support for Learning Act.  

 

The framework reflects the following principles: 

 

 maintaining high expectations for children and young people 

 

 creating learning environments and experiences which promote the 

widest possible access 

 

 supporting the meaningful participation of the child, young person 

and parents 

 

 responding to individual need 

 

 enabling early intervention 

 

 providing support in naturalistic ways 

 

 partnership between schools and other agencies 
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The following quote defines the term additional support 

needs. It is taken from the Code of Practice and 

emphasises the wide range of factors that may give rise to 

additional support needs. 

 
“The Additional Support for Learning Act introduces a new 

framework for supporting children and young people in their 

school education, and their families. This framework is based 

on the idea of additional support needs. This new term will 

apply to children and young people who, for whatever reason, 

require additional support, long or short term, in order to help 

them make the most of their school education. Children and 

young people may require additional support for a variety of 

reasons and may include those who: 

 
• have motor or sensory impairments 

• are being bullied 

• are particularly able or talented 

• have experienced a bereavement 

• are looked after  

• have a learning difficulty 

• are living with parents who are abusing substances 

• are living with parents who have mental health problems 

• have English as an additional language 

• are not attending school regularly 

• have emotional or social difficulties 

• are on the child protection register 

• are young carers 

 
The above list is not exhaustive nor should it be assumed that 

inclusion in the list automatically implies that additional 

support will be necessary.” 
 

 

(Supporting Children’s Learning, Code of Practice p11) 
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Mission Statement 

 

Tollcross is a caring, safe, stimulating learning community 

where we aim to; 

• Provide an inclusive child centred learning environment of the 

highest quality. 

• Support every child to become a responsible, successful and 

confident lifelong learner. 

• Place the social and emotional wellbeing of our school 

community at the heart of all we do. 

• Promote active home and school partnerships to enrich pupil 

experience and achievement. 
 

 

Support for Learning Aims 

 

 

  

 

To provide appropriate support for each child 

 

To identify, diagnose and support the full range of Additional 

Support Needs to enable all children to access the curriculum 

 

To work as part of a team which includes class teachers, EAL 

teachers, parents, Pupil Support Assistants and partner 

agencies.  

 

To build children’s self esteem by providing appropriate, 

achievable tasks and positive feedback.  

 

To assist very able children in achieving their full potential 
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      Getting It Right for Every Child 

(G.I.R.F.E.C) 
 

 

G.I.R.F.E.C. is the foundation for work with all children and 

young people and will also affect practitioners in adult services 

who work with parents and carers. 

 

It is a way of working with experienced practitioners to focus 

on what makes a positive difference for children, through a 

shared understanding within and across all agencies.   

 

G.I.R.F.E.C. threads through all existing policy, practice, 

strategy and legislation affecting children, young people and 

families.   

 

This enables all children to grow and develop to be safe, 

healthy, achieving, nurtured, active, respected, responsible, 

included and above all to be safe in order to become successful 

learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and 

responsible citizens. 

 

We use GIRFEC resources to minute meetings using the Child 

Planning Minutes (CPM) format.  
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The Tollcross Support for Learning policy has been 

developed around the 5 main roles of the Support for 

Learning teacher. These are: 

 
1. Consultancy 

The Support for Learning teacher will consult with the groups listed 

below to assist with assessment and planning and use of resources in 

order to enable children with additional needs to fully access the 

curriculum. 

 

i) with the Headteacher  

Support for the Support for Learning teacher will meet with the 

Headteacher for regular Additional Support for Learning meetings 

to share information, to discuss individual needs and Welfare 

Concern referrals and to choose appropriate planning formats.  

 
ii) with Class Teachers   

On a rolling programme throughout the year at Assembly time or 

during Class Teachers’ non-contact time.  

Discussions will mainly be to give advice on meeting individual needs 

in classes and planning and reviewing individual and group 

programmes. Appropriate resources and sources of information can 

also be discussed.  

 
iii) with Pupil Support Assistants (PSAs)   

At the start of terms, and at any other time by request, to discuss 

individualised plans, strategies for support and use of appropriate 

resources.  

 
iv) with parents  

At  school twice yearly Parents’ Interview sessions and by request 

at any time to discuss parental concerns 

 
v) with Partner Agencies 

Educational Psychologists, Speech and Language teachers, OTs, 

Physios, HOTS, Barnardos etc. to update information 
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2. Teaching and Tuition 

The largest part of a Support for Learning teacher’s time will be 

taken in direct teaching. This may be with individuals or small 

groups. Children may be withdrawn to the Support for Learning 

Base or taught within their classroom as appropriate to their needs. 

The main area of support tends to be related to literacy but help 

with mathematics, motor skills and organisational skills can be 

offered too. Very able children are offered blocks of support and 

challenge related to mathematical problem solving and literacy. 

 
3. Co-operative Teaching 

At times it may be appropriate for the SfL teacher to teach co-

operatively in the classroom alongside the class teacher to enable 

individuals to better access the curriculum. 

 
4. Specialist Services  

Liaison with specialist services such as Educational Psychology which 

can provide advice and support in dealing with a variety of 

Additional Support Needs.  

 
5. Staff Development 

SfL teachers can contribute to their colleagues CPD by delivering 

presentations on aspects of Additional Support legislation, sharing 

information about specific needs, knowledge of new resources and 

planning formats.  

Within the SfL base there is a wide range of books for reference. 

These are available for all staff and parents to borrow.  
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Assessment and Support 
 

Assessment and Support 
All our children are assessed within their first few weeks in P.1 on the 

City of Edinburgh Baseline Assessment. These results can be shared with 

parents at the October Parent’ interview. The results of this assessment 

together with information from the Nursery profile and class teacher 

observation may highlight some children who would benefit from a little 

extra support from the SfL teacher. 

 
 

        

 

Initially this help will concentrate on helping children acquire phonological 

awareness, phonic knowledge and word attack skills. Currently the SfL 

teacher works in each of the P1 classrooms supporting the literacy 

programme for three 45 minute sessions per week. This allows all children 

to receive a high level of adult support and in addition allows the SfL 

teacher to monitor progress and development from the earliest stages in 

school.  Parents will be given information on how this support works in 

practice at the Meet the Teacher session in September.  

By the end of P1, taking into account teacher observations and the results 

of the York  Assessment of Reading Comprehension,  Early Years ( YARC)  

it usually becomes more apparent which children would benefit from 

further support. From P2 parents will be informed by letter if their child 

is to receive Support for Learning and given the opportunity to meet SfL 

staff.  

Early Intervention helps to support children before they become aware 

of difficulties with consequent damage to their self confidence. We 

regard Early Intervention as a priority. This may involve supporting a 

larger number of children in the initial stages. 

 

 

Some children may have more complex additional support needs that may 

require help from a Pupil Support Assistant (PSA) from the earliest 

stages. 

 

At all stages Class Teachers are responsible for the identification of 

additional support needs within their class and bringing this to the 
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attention of SfL staff by completing a Welfare Concern form or 

discussing them with the SfL teacher at a liaison meeting.  

 

 
Testing 

P4 and P7 will be tested in reading and maths as part of the City of 

Edinburgh online testing programme. All P2-P7 spelling will be tested 

using Single Word Spelling test in September. In recent years we have 

also tested reading in P3 and P6 to help us monitor progress. The Support 

for Learning teacher will be responsible for standardising and collating 

these results.  

 

Children who are making slow progress in acquiring skills in literacy can be 

assessed using the City of Edinburgh guidelines for Literacy and Dyslexia. 

Where a specific learning difficulty is suspected a Diagnostic Literacy 

Assessment can be completed and the results shared with parents.  

 

 
Pupil Support Assistants 

Additional support needs may be met by a variety of staff. PSAs have a 

contribution to make to the school in 4 major areas: 

 

• needs of pupils in effectively accessing the curriculum        

• quality of care and welfare of pupils 

• quality of learning and teaching in the classroom 

• effective organisation and use of resources  

 

The Support for Learning teacher can draw up a programme of lessons to 

support individuals in aspects of literacy, mathematics, motor control, 

organisational skills etc. These programmes of work, related closely to an 

individual’s personal plan, are delivered by PSAs 3 times a week for 20-30 

minutes. This way of working is particularly useful where children need 

daily practice in a new skill before it is fully mastered.  

 

Therapy Inclusion Programme (TIPs) 

For many years we have run a very successful TIPs programme to support 

children with coordination, organisational and social skills.  Parents will be 
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informed by letter if we feel children would benefit from inclusion in this 

group.  

 
Seasons for Growth 

Seasons for Growth is an education programme opportunity for children 

aged 6-18 years who have experienced death, separation or divorce or any 

significant change in their lives (it does not provide counselling or 

therapy). 

The programme is facilitated in small groups with a maximum of seven 

accompanied by a trained adult or companion. It helps children develop 

new skills in coping with their feelings and grief reactions in an enjoyable, 

creative and safe learning experience. Currently we have two members of 

staff in school trained to deliver this programme. 

 

Planning 
 
It is important for teachers to have appropriate plans to meet the needs 

of all children. Class teachers are responsible for planning to meet the 

needs of their own class. When children have more complex needs we 

follow City of Edinburgh guidelines. This Framework of Support is divided 

into five different Pathways.  

 

In addition children with specific health needs may have a Health Care 

plan. These are drawn up by medical professionals. Copies of plans and 

medicines are kept in a secure, accessible cabinet adjacent to the school 

office.  

 
Pathway 1 

At Pathway 1 class teachers may ask for advice and resources from SfL 

department to meet needs of individuals. Planning for these children will 

be within the class teacher’s plans.  

 

Pathway 2 
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At Pathway 2 a small number of children may need more support and may 

require Support for Learning (SfL) as part of a group or an individualised 

programme with a PSA.  

PSA programmes will be drawn up by SfL teacher (See appendix for 

example). Most of these children will be covered by SfL teacher’s plans 

but a few may need an Additional Support Plan (ASP) or an Individualised 

Educational Programme (IEP). At this stage a Child Planning meeting may 

be help to discuss with parents, teachers and partner services, the best 

way to support the child. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathway 3 

Children at Pathway 3 will usually have an IEP in place. In order to meet 

their needs we would now involve partner services and agencies e.g. 

Therapists, Educational Psychologists, VTSS etc. Therapists can provide 

a Supporting Learning Profile to meet the needs of the child. A very small 

number of children who have multiple agencies working with them may 

require a Coordinated Support Plan (CSP) which is a statutory document. 

 

Pathway 4 

Children at Pathway 4 are not attending school as a result of e.g. long 

term ill health or exclusion from school.   

 

Pathway 5 

Children at Pathway 5 will have additional support provided through 

placement in a specialist setting. 

 

(Should more information be required please see Supporting Children’s 
Learning – A Code of Practice and In on the Act.) 
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Partnership with Parents/Carers 
 

Partnership between parents/ carers and teachers is essential to provide 

a coordinated service to meet children’s needs.  

 From P2 if we decide children would benefit from Support for 

Learning parents will be informed by letter. 

 At this point they will be invited to meet staff if they require 

further information. 

 SfL staff will be available at Parent Interview sessions normally in 

November and March.  

 A SfL report will be included in the child’s end of session report 

(see appendix) 

 When Support for Learning is no longer required parents will be 

informed on the child’s end of session report or at a Parents 

Interview.  

 Where staff and/or parents have concerns about a child at any 

time a Child Planning Meeting can be arranged.  

 Parents of children with an IEP will be involved in drawing up the 

plan at the start of each session and plans will be reviewed in 

January and March. 

 
Record Keeping 
 

 The SfL teacher will draw up plans for groups they support which 

will be shared with the HT and CTs.  

 Individual record sheets will be drawn up in June each year for all 

children who have received SfL, listing resources used and testing 

results.  These will be kept in a green plastic folder within the 

child’s PPR. 

 Results of any further tests carried out in school will be kept in 

the green folder in PPR 

 A copy of each child’s IEP will also be kept in the green folder at 

the end of each session 
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Standardised and Diagnostic tests 
 
Available in school: 

P1. City of Edinburgh Baseline test 

P4 NGRT and PIM 8 online 

P7 NGRT and PIM 11 online 

Single Word Reading test (SWRT) 

Single Word Spelling test (SWST) 

York Assessment of Reading Comprehension (YARC) 

Early Years YARC 

British Picture Vocabulary Scales (BPVS) version City of Edinburgh 

Literacy and Dyslexia Guidelines 
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Resources 
 

Reading 
Wolf Hill  

Sound Start 

Phonic Codecracker 

Toe by Toe  

 

Spelling 
Spelling Made Easy 

Crackerspell 

Spellbound 

Common words list 

Word Shark 

 

 

Technologies 
Borders Council – Doorway Online Typing program 

Wordshark 5,  

Clicker, 

Comic Life, Pic Collage 

CoWriter 

Spellcheckers   

iPads 
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Appendix 

 
  IEP – training sample – fictitious child 

 Support for Learning overview of year 

 Support for Learning end of year review pro forma 

 Support for Learning Planning pro forma 

 PSA – individual programme - sample 


